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P R E F A C E  T O  V O L U M E S  V A N D  VI

I N  T H E  F I R S T  T H R E E  volum es o f this series w e review ed the d ata  o f  Jew ish  art 

(except for the O ld  T estam en t paintings o f  D ura) and saw  that they  presented a new  problem . 

Jew s had  borrow ed a vocab u lary  o f  p agan  sym bols w h ich  they  m ingled  w ith  their ow n  sym bols 

of m enorah , shofar, and  the rest in  such  a  w ay  as to m ake it seem  inevitab le  th at the p agan  sym bols 

w ere as m eaningfu l for the Jew s w ho used them  as w ere the Jew ish  ones. T h e  ph en om en on  was 

not local, for it appeared  w ith  am azing  uniform ity in  alm ost every place from  R o m e to M eso p o ­

tam ia  w here Jew ish  rem ains w ere found at all. I t was not a phenom enon  o f a few  p agan ized  Jew s  

or a sm all sect, for these sym bols appear not on ly  in  w id e geographical distribution, but on  alm ost 

all official Jew ish  structures, such  as synagogues and catacom bs. S ince m an y  o f the sym bols ap ­

pear also o n  am ulets w ith  Jew ish  d iv in e  or h u m an  nam es, am ulets w h ich  seem  for the m ost part 

m ade for Jew ish  use, there is strong suggestion  th at the form s had operative pow er and w ere not 

m ere decoration . T h e  conclusion  is thus beyon d  d eb ate  th at th is vocabulary  o f form s w as an  

in tegral part o f  the Ju d a ism  o f the R o m a n  w orld, th ou gh  at the end o f V o lu m e I II  I left op en  the  

question  o f w hether it w as m ore than  a decorative vocabulary.

T h e  p h en om en on , in  itself ind isputab le, raised the question  w hich  the first three volum es on ly  

defined as a problem : w h at this art, and  especia lly  the p agan  borrowings, im plied  for the Jew s  

w ho used it. A s a thesis I suggested in  those volum es that the borrow ed sym bols show ed the Jew s  

to h ave b een  d eep ly  affected  b y  the sort o f m ystic and eschatological hope w hich  the sam e sym bols 

in d icated  for paganism  and C hristianity. I  hoped  to g ive ev idence in  the later volum es to support 

this thesis. M y  m ore in te lligen t review ers took the attitude that w e should h ave to see in  these later  

volu m es w h eth er I m ade m y case. O thers, of course, a t once said w ith  finality  that I had  or had not 

d on e so.
T h e  first task in  appraising the art form s w as obviously  to see w hat light the literary sources 

o f the period could  g ive us. T here are a variety  o f  ancient Jew ish  writings, but v irtually  on ly  one  

b od y  o f  th em  com e from  the period w h en  m ost o f the designs w ere m ade. T h e  w ritings o f  Philo, 

as w ell as the bulk o f  the so-called  apocryphal and pseudepigraphical books, w ere apparently  

com posed  d u rin g  the first century before or the first century after Christ, w h ile the archeological 

m aterial suggests that the pub lic  use o f pagan  sym bols began  really  in  the second century and that 

m ost o f  the m aterial is from  the third to the fifth centuries. From  these centuries w e have a few  

Jew ish  m ystic docum ents, or references to such  docum ents, but none o f  them  is at all satisfactory  

for show ing the general trends o f  Ju d aism  in  the period. T h e  great docum ents— and a great 

literature they  truly constitu te— w ere w ritten by the rabbis. So true is this that m odern  Jew ish  

historians of the period h ave largely  described the Ju d aism  o f those years on  the basis o f rabbinic  

w ritings. 4

In  setting ou t to answer the question  put by the art rem ains, accordingly, I had  to begin  

V olu m e IV  by exam in in g  w h at the rabbis had had  to say on  the subject o f art. H ere w e at once  

m et w ith  d isappointm ent. A  few  rabbis had given grudging perm ission to m ake som e sorts o f art
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objccts, “ had not stopped th em ,” but the w hole w eight o f rabbinic ju d gm en t had  been  m u ch  

against artistic representations, and w e accordingly  had to conclude that the in itia tive  in  such  

borrow ing w ould  never h ave com e from  them  and that m ost o f  them  w ould  h ave th ou gh t it  

blasphem y.

O ur problem  is: W h at sort o f  Jew s could  have borrow ed these art form s— art form s, in d eed , 

especia lly  associated w ith  pagan gods and their cults— and w h y d id  Jew s w an t them ? W h en  w e  

try to exp la in  a m ovem ent in  history, w e are looking for the source o f in itia tive, not for passive  

observers. A nd  this, at m ost, is w hat the negative statem ents o f the rabbis, or their silences, w ou ld  

m ake them .

Furtherm ore the inscriptions show  that throughout the R o m a n  w orld, even  for th e  m ost part 

in  P alestine, the language o f Jew s was Greek (later, in  the W est, L atin ): th ey  h ad  lost H eb rew  

and A ram aic so early that the Septuagint had been  begu n  at least in  the m id d le  o f  the third  

ccntury b .c . T h e  rabbis had  recognized the necessity o f providing a second G reek translation  w hen  

the Christians appropriated  the Septuagint, but they  had  never m ade an y  a ttem p t to  translate  

their ow n  w ritings. T h e  talm udic life o f the Jew s o f  m edieval and m odern tim es w as possib le on ly  

through k n ow led ge o f H ebrew  and A ram aic. T h ese languages the Jew s o f the R o m a n  w orld  d id  

not have.

T here seem ed no reason to suppose, therefore, that the Jew s w h o  m ade the m on u m en ts m ust 

all have been guided  by the rabbis and their w ritings. Y et it is qu ite as unjustified to  ju m p  at once  

to P hilo , the apocrypha, and  the pseudepigrapha and to treat their ideas as au thoritative for these  

h idden  Jew s. T o  be sure, the w ritings o f Philo are at least in G reek, and  I am  sure th at th ey  are 

n ot so isolated from  the th inking o f other Jew s as m an y scholars insist w h o  do n ot like to  face their  

im plications for either Ju d aism  or C hristianity. But one o f m y m ost sym pathetic review ers said  

that I “ consider Philo  the principal teacher o f the hellen ized  Jew s throughout the G reco -R om an  

era. H is books, w ritten  in  Greek, w ere in  a  sense the scriptures o f  the literate h ellen ized  Jew s w h o  

derived their know ledge o f the B ible and  the L aw  from  his w orks.”

If  I am  g iv in g  that im pression I w ant earnestly to correct it. A s m y  p u b lica tion  continues, it 

w ill b e exp la ined  w hy I believe that Paul and the authors o f  the L etter to the H ebrew s and  o f the  

F ourth  G ospel can n ot be understood apart from  P hilon ic  conceptions, b u t I see n o  reason to  sup­

pose that any one o f the three had  ever read a line o f  P h ilo ’s w ritings. S im ilarly  the b ib lica l 

allegory o f Ju stin  M artyr is clearly P hilon ic, b u t I could  never b elieve  Ju stin  h ad  w orked w ith  

texts o f  Philo. I feel the sam e to be probably  true o f hellen ized  Jew s throughout the R o m a n  w orld. 

I turn to Philo because he is a palpab ly  existent product o f  hellen istic Ju d a ism  and b y  and  large  

excep t for the archeological m onum ents p alp ab ly  the on ly  one. B ut Philo  is the product o f  the  

h ellen ization  o f Jew s, not the creator. T here is not the slightest reason to  suppose that his w ritings 

w ere ever official for hellen ized  Jew s, and it is a great question  even  h ow  representative o f  them  

as a w h ole  P hilo  w as. C learly his w ritings can n ot be supposed to g ive us all the facets o f  the Jew ish  

th ought and life in  the G reco-R om an diaspora from  300 b .c . to a .d . 600 . T h e  life o f  business, 

fam ily  relations, synagogue organization  and worship, eth ical standards, the form s o f observing  

the S abbath  and  the Festivals— these are a very sm all num ber o f aspects o f  Jew ish  life about 

w h ich  P hilo  tells us alm ost noth ing, certain ly  noth ing  w hich  w e can  at once transfer to Jew s in  

R o m e and T unisia . A ctu ally  the m onum ents do not tell us about these things either, and any  

p icture o f  the Judaism  w hich  lay  behind the m onum ents m ust rem ain  largely  in com p lete . I f  I 

tried to answ er all the questions people w ould  like m e to answ er about these Jew s, and  that I 

should like to answer, I w ould  leave m y data, the archeological data , far b eh ind  indeed .
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O n e o f m y m ost acute reviewers com plained  that, as he could  see it in the first three volum es, 

m y p icture o f hellen ized  Ju d aism  w as “ oversim plified .” T his is like pointing ou t that w e need iron  

for our civ iliza tion  and com p lain in g  that in  a copper m ine w e find on ly  copper. T h e  picture of 

Ju d aism  in  the G reco-R om an  w orld that finally  w ill em erge from  this study is still fluid in  m y ow n  

m ind , and  I shall a ttem p t to form ulate it on ly  w hen  I have com pleted  a study o f the m aterial and  

its im plications. B ut I w arn  the reader at once that from  a group o f sym bols prim arily  funerary  

and m ystical in  their origin  the w hole o f  the life o f these Jew s can  never be inferred. I f  I can  get  

on ly  copper from  this m ine, how ever, I propose to get all the copper possible. W e shall do this by  

using all the Jew ish  literary ev idence o f any kind that I can  control. I w arn the reader again  that 

the sym bols, them selves largely  borrow ed from  m ystic and funerary hellen ism  in  its later forms, 

w ill over and  again  find their m ost congen ia l association w ith  ideas in  hellen istic  Jew ish  sources. 

T his does not seem  strange to m e; but I hope it w ill not appear to the careful reader that I am  forc­

ing the m aterial in to  P h ilon ic  p igeonholes. It is on ly  that repeated ly  h e and  later Jew ish  m ystics 

w ill b e found saying things w hich  fit the m ystic and funerary sym bols.

T h e  process is like that o f fitting a form ula to a curvc. From  m an y experim ents in ballistics, 

for exam p le, one can  get a series o f dots representing w h at happens in  a gun  as on e increases the  

charge exp loded  w ith in  it. T h ese dots can be jo in ed  in a curve, and then the m ath em atician  sets 

to work to find ou t w h at kind o f m ath em atica l form ula w ill, w hen  p lotted , produce a sim ilar curve. 

In  that w ay the rough beg in n in g  o f a science o f ballistics, the physical law s o f the p h en om en a, can  

be first envisaged .

In  this study w e are sim ilarly at the crude beginnings, w ith  a b od y  o f d a ta  w e w an t to explain . 

W e m ust fit literary m aterial to it as w e can. It w ill be a great advance step if  another scholar can  

show  that I have ignored  a b ody o f rabbin ical m aterial w h ich  in spirit fits these m ystic-funerary  

borrow ings from  G reco-R om an  art better than  the m aterial w h ich  often seem s to  m e to be closest 

to it. But I h ave exam ined  the field extensively  en ou gh  to dou b t that such a b od y  o f m aterial exists 

w ithin  strictly rabbin ic tradition.

Som e o f m y Jew ish  review ers have protested against m y distinguish ing betw een  C abbalists 

and the rabbin ic tradition , and have pointed  out very properly that the C abbalists w ere all very  

observant h a lach ic— that is, legalistic—Jew s. W ith  this I agree fully, but m y sense o f the contrast 

betw een  C abbalism  and rabbinic tradition  proper is one I was taught by Jew s them selves. For 

although the Jew ish  m ystics have been lega lly  observant, m ost o f the legalistic rabbis have not 

been m ystics and have not liked m ysticism . W ith in  Judaism  the m ystic tradition  is as anom alous  

and as persistent as it is w ith in  C atholicism , w here the C hurch has canon ized  m an y  o f its m ystics 

but the parish priest and  local bishop have rarely encouraged m ysticism , or practised it. M ysticism  

and the cabbalistic  w ritings have just as rarely been standard train ing in  the Y cshivahs. Indeed , 

the very scholar w h o  in a review  protested that I had contrasted rabbinic and  m ystic Ju d aism  too  

strongly, h im self said exactly  w hat I had in m ind: “ W hat the R abbis opposed w ere the extrem es 

of m ysticism . T h ey  did not bestow  sainthood on m en w ho assum ed that they saw  visions or heard  

heavenly voiccs, or com m u n ed  w ith  the Infin ite, or sought escape from  life. T h ey  preferred to call 

those m en  saints w h o  sanctified the routine details o f  life, w ho retained respect for th e  h u m an  m ind  

in striving for the In fin ite .” T h is list o f m ystic activities and aspirations contains precisely  w h at I 

m eant in  saying that the rabbis as a w h ole  did not like m ysticism .

A  scholar has to talk about types o f religious experience, and the legalistic and m ystical types 

are, as types, q u ite  different. T h a t they  are m an y  tim es com bined  in ind ividuals is perfectly true. 

In the great m ajority o f  cases, how ever, these tw o are not com bined; indeed  m ost legalists regard
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m ystics w ith  disfavor. It is therefore interesting that in  Jew ish  literature it is for the m ost part the  

C abbalists a long w ith  the hellenists w hose “ curve” approxim ates the curve o f the d ata . O c ­

casionally  w e found that rabbinic tradition fitted the curve beautifu lly , as in  the rabbin ic in terpre­

tation  o f the sacrifice o f Isaac. But usually it is the m ystic literature w hich  fits it best.

From  all this w e return to the fact that a lthough  w e m ust expect m any things w hich  w e find  

in rabb in ic and m ystic literature to “ fit” the data, the “ curve” itself is a sim plification set b y  the  

archeological data  them selves. G eneralizations for the Ju d aism  o f the tim e as a w hole can be m ade  

from  any Jew ish  docum ents on ly  as they harm onize w ith  the archeological rem ains, since except  

for the B ible w e have not a single w ritten work that w e know  Jew s w ere then  universally  reading. 

W e know  that the Jew s o f the Em pire w ere loyal Jew s, liv in g  as observantly  as they could  b y  the  

Bible in  Greek translation and by local legal traditions, since otherw ise they  w ould  not so painstak­

ingly  have preserved their identity , built their synagogues, and buried on e another in graves 

m arked w ith  Jew ish  sym bols. But w ere they  loyal Jew s as Philo w as a loyal J ew , or as A kiba— or 

as the apocalyptists, or in still som e other sense?

T o  try to get an answer to such a question  from  the m onum ents w e had obviously  to go on  in  

V olu m e IV  to construct a m ethodology  o f studying sym bols in transition from  on e relig ion  to  

another. It was suggested that borrow ed sym bols keep a basic value, w hat w e should often  ca ll an  

em otional value. If a new  religion that takes in  foreign sym bols is to keep its id en tity  and  not 

sim ply m erge w ith  the other religion from  w hich  it borrows, it m ust reject the m yth ica l background  

in  terms o f w h ich  the old religion had explained  those values. T h e  new  religion  m ust g ive  th e  o ld  

sym bols a new  exp lanation— that is, a new  m ythologica l background and n om enclature from  its 

ow n store. A  reader beginn ing  w ith  these volum es should by all m eans go  back to read the second  

chapter o f V olum e IV , w here this m atter is m ore fu lly  expounded.

For the general task o f the present series o f volum es is to see h ow  far this hypothesis w ill help  

in  understanding the Ju d aism  expressed in the borrow ed sym bols. W e had  to b eg in , in  the rest o f  

V olu m e IV , by studying the sym bols on  graves, synagogues, and the like w hich  w ere not borrow ed  

at all but had  recognizably  been  taken from  Jew ish  cult: the candlestick  (m enorah), the T orah  

shrine and scroll, the ethrog and lu lab  from  T abernacles, the shofar or ram ’s horn from  the N ew  

Y ear and the D a y  o f A tonem ent, and a peculiar shovel, apparently  one for ashes or incense.

In  the present volum es w e are now  at last ready to consider the borrow ed sym bols them selves, 

and w e begin  w ith  sym bols o f food: fish, bread, and w ine. T h ese constitu te a transition  from  the  

sym bols o f the fourth volum e to those in  the volum es w hich  follow , for w h ile  the sym bols exam ined  

in  V o lu m e IV  are d istinctively  Jew ish  in  nature and origin, the sym bols w e shall study later are 

obvious invasions from  the outside, usually  from  G reco-R om an c iv ilization , especially  in  its 

eastern form s. B etw een  these stand the three sym bols w e consider here, food sym bols w h ich  in  

form  o f representation are borrowed but w hich  refer to com m on m aterials o f ea tin g  and drinking  

certain ly  not used by the Jew s for the first tim e at this period. T h e  question  o f this vo lu m e then is: 

W h y d id  Jew s suddenly  w ant to put sym bols o f fish, bread, and  especially  w in e on  their graves and  

synagogues, and w hat d id  they tell them selves and one another w h en  they  d id  so?

As I have tried to answer this question I have received help  from  m an y friends. M y  research  

assistants contributed  m uch  to the preparation o f these tw o volum es, ch iefly  M iss Beatrice G offe  

and M rs. C laude L opez. M rs. K atherine Sohler and m y w ife also took turns in  the work. As to 

h elp  I had from  other scholars, it is useless to rehearse all the nam es listed in  previous volum es, 

but I m ust again  m ention  m y colleagues in  the D epartm ents o f  Classics and o f the N ear East, and  

L eon  N em oy, o f the Y ale U niversity Library. W hen  w e w ere in  E gypt in 1951, everyone w as m ost
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helpfu l. I m ust nam e especia lly  A lexandre P iankoff as w ell as the staffs o f the E gyptian  M useum  

in  C airo and the C hicago H ouse in Luxor. Charles N im s, o f the latter group, spent days w ith  us in  

the T h eb a n  tom bs and the tem ples o f L uxor and K arnak. Pahor L abib , o f  the C optic M useum  

in O ld  C airo, sim ilarly devoted  him self to our interests. For this vo lum e and those w hich  w ill 

follow , M iss E d ith  Porada and the officers o f the P ierpont M organ Library h ave provided m any  

valu ab le photographs. I should  like again  to thank the Soncino  Press, L ondon, for perm ission to 

q uote from  their translations o f  H ebrew  texts; I h ave done so freely in these volum es. I am  also 
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FISH AND BREAD



C H A P T E R Ο N E

Creatures of the Sea

I T  H A S  L O N G  been the general assumption th a t the fish was a Christian symbol, 
to the point th a t almost any appearance of fish from the R om an world has usually 

been considered Christian. Although the existence of the fish as a symbol in paganism has 
been thoroughly understood by experts, only two scholars, to my knowledge, have sug­
gested th a t the fish m ight have been a symbol in Judaism  also.1 Yet the fish has appeared 
on m any of the m onum ents discussed in the previous volumes of this study, and, we shall 
see, it frequently reappears to the present in Jewish life. As a symbol we cannot consider 
it what I have called idiomatically Jewish, since nothing in the Jewish Bible suggests such 
a symbolic use of the fish.

A .  J E W I S H  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N S

X o c o m e  to any understanding of the possible m eaning of the fish in Judaism  we must 
first review its appearance on Jewish monuments of the period. Throughout we must 
consider not only the various kinds of genuine fish, but the dolphin, which is of course a 
mammal, and mythical sea monsters, since it will become clear tha t the symbolic values 
of all merge so closely tha t we can consider and discuss them  all as fish.

1. The Fish

W h e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  by Jews as a sign of the zodiac, the fish takes its usual place 
as Pisces. As such it is shown in the customary way as a pair of fishes, usually facing in 
opposite directions and often connected by a line which runs in an ogival curve from the 
mouth of one to tha t of the other.2 O f the signs of the zodiac, Pisces seems to have been 
especially im portant to Jews of the period, for it appears w ithout the other signs in the 
Catacomb V igna R andanin i a t Rom e,3 where the connecting cord is a garland which 
the fish hold between them ; a t the synagogue of Er-Rafid,4 carved as the fragm ent of a

1. Scheftelowitz, “ Fisch-Symbol” ; Eisler, figs. 515 (?), 640, 644.
“Fisch” ; Eisler, Orpheus, 221-225. 3. See III, figs. 742 (at left), 748 (at top); cf.

2. For fish in Jewish zodiacs see above, III, II, 19.
4. See III, fig. 541; cf. I, 211.



frieze which m ay or m ay not have included the other signs; and on two of the ceiling tiles 
a t the D ura synagogue, fig. i .5 Capricorn, represented as a sea goat, is the only zodiacal 
sign given similar prominence as an independent symbol.6

In  the synagogue a t Beth Alpha in Palestine a border surrounds the three m ain 
panels of the mosaic floor. In  this border are collected a large num ber of the symbols we 
are to discuss, including baskets of bread and fruit. Ju st above the T orah  shrine a t the 
top of the design stand two emblems, a bunch of grapes on a  vine a t the right, and a fish 
on the left.7 In  the mosaic, for special emphasis, the fish’s tongue is bright red.

The mosaic floor of the synagogue of H am m am  Lif in Tunisia reveals the most ar­
resting instances of the fish among the Jewish remains.8 There, beside a  flowery shore, is 
indicated a  sea in which swim a huge fish, a dolphin, and two ducks.9 From  the mouths 
of both the fish and the dolphin extend objects which seem to me clearly ropes by which 
they have been caught. Between the fish and the dolphin is a wheel w ith eight or nine 
spokes (drawings of the wheel differ). A t the top is a peculiar object which Biebel takes 
to be a conventionalized hand of God.10 H e has m ade the interesting suggestion th a t the 
whole scene represents creation; the sea, the dry land, the birds, the fishes, and the flowers. 
He has ignored, for this, the wheel, the ropes from the mouths of the fishes, and the fact 
th a t the “ dry land” w ith its little flowers is the “ mead of asphodel,” the form which fre­
quently represented in a rt the Elysian Fields, the Island of the Blessed—the heaven of 
antiquity .11 W e shall discuss the wheel with fish below.12

We recall th a t in the panel immediately beneath this scene peacocks confront each 
other on either side of a cup, from which w ater or wine spouts up in a fountain, and tha t 
a palm  tree w ith pendant fruit and a bird stand on either side beyond the peacocks. T he 
fish and dolphin with ropes from their mouths m ay be adaptations of some fishing scene, 
as in those we shall discuss shortly from Antioch, where Eros rides the back of a dolphin 
while he catches it w ith rod and line by the m outh.13 O r an O rpheus the Fisher m ay 
have originally been a t the other end of the line in the Jewish mosaic and been deliber­
ately cut out by later Jewish iconoclasts. Representations of seascapes with fish in the 
w ater are very common in the mosaics of N orth Africa, but although m any of them  show 
fishing scenes, I have found none in a form a t all comparable to this.14
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5. Courtesy of the Yale University Art Gallery; 
cf. Margaret Crosby in Rostovtzeff, Dura-Europos, 
V I, 386, and plate x l v i ,  3.

6. See below, p. 11.
7. See III, fig. 635.
8. See III, figs. 887 f., 897, 900. For discussion 

of the many problems presented by this synagogue 
see II, 89-100.

9. The symbolism of ducks will be discussed in 
Vol. V III.

10. “The Mosaics of Hammam Lif,” The Art 
Bulletin, X V III (1936), 551.

11. For the identity of the Elysian Fields with
the Island of the Blest in antiquity see Waser in

PW, V, 2470-2476. This place was considered 
abundantly fruitful, and always with delightful 
climate. The flowers seem to conflate this with the 
“mead of asphodel,” where the shades of heroes 
went: Odyssey, xi, 539; xx iv , 13; Homeric Hymn to 
Hermes, 221, 344; Wagler, in PW, II, 1730-1733. 
We saw a similar flowery field in the future world 
in III, fig. 842; cf. II, 46.

12. The wheel, with two fish, also appears on an 
inscription from Ravenna, which is dubiously 
Jewish; see below, n. 57. On the combination of 
wheel and fish see below, pp. 56 f.

13. See below, p. 25.
14. See, for example, R. M. du Coudray la Blan-
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From  the synagogue at H am m am  Lif has come another mosaic fragm ent which shows 
a fish.15 N othing is known of its original setting, but Biebel guesses the fragm ent m ay have 
been in the lost part, which I have called the “ Elysian Field.” I t  seems to me more 
probable tha t this was not its setting and that it came from another room in the synagogue.

In  the little catacom b a t Rome on the V ia Appia Pignatelli a fish was painted on the 
wall above a peculiar row of reeds and between two large palm  trees, according to a report 
by N. M üller.16 No draw ing or photograph of the design was ever published, so far as I 
know. M üller’s a rg u m en t17 tha t this little catacom b was Jewish has not been challenged, 
and I see no reason to do so.

One of the few carved stone fragments from the synagogue at Sheikh Ibreiq in Galilee 
appears to be a triglyph from a frieze,18 w ith little objects carved in the spaces: two 
trees, an anim al (perhaps a ram pant lion, perhaps, from its hum p, a bull), and a fish. 
Here again we seem to be presented with symbols.

A fragm ent of a carved stone found in Acrae, Sicily,19 has been taken to be Jewish, 
though Dölger protested.20 O n  this stone is another palm  tree with pendant fruit, two 
varieties of birds, a two-handled ja r  of the type usually considered Jew ish,21 a num ber of 
“round objects” generally supposed to be bread or, specifically, mazzoth, and a fish. Amid 
the diversity of the symbols with the fish we are beginning to feel a uniformity. We have 
met all but the “ round objects” already, and the relevance of these also will become in­
creasingly apparent as we continue. There are no grounds for deciding finally whether 
this is a Jewish piece or not, but I am  impressed w ith O rsi’s argum ent tha t here is a 
strange group of symbols for Christianity. Though fish or dolphins are common on Punic 
tombstones, Dölger’s suggestion th a t the stone from Acrae is a Punic piece has no founda­
tion.22 From  the point of view of symbolic m eaning the group of symbols on this stone is 
im portant w hatever its origin, bu t the usual guess seems to me to be the most likely one, 
that the stone is Jewish.

O n two tiles from the ceiling of the synagogue a t D ura, we have said, are presented

chère and P. Gauckler, Catalogue du Musée Alaoui, (same series), plates xv i f. ; S. Gsell, Musée de
1897 (Description de l’Afrique du Nord) : plate in, 7, Tébessa, 1902 (same series), plate vin (cf. pp. 6 4 -
a fishing scene, with a duck among the fishes; plate 67). See also P. Gauckler et al., Musées de Sousse,
vu, n i ,  Neptune on a sea horse surrounded by 1902 (same series), plate 1 and plate ix, 4, fish
fish. P. Gauckler et al., Catalogue du Musée Alaoui swimming from a basket; and plate vi, 2, a fishing
(Supplément), 1910 (same series), plate 11, shows a scene,
very complicated marine and fishing scene, with a 15. See III, fig. 914.
shrine in the center and Aphrodite on her shell at 16. “La Catacomba degli Ebrei presso la via
the bottom, the four Winds in the corners, and in Appia Pignatelli,” M D A I, Rom., I (1886), 54. See
the border a vine with birds in the interstices; above, II, 34.
ibid., plate v, a fishing scene with a city on the 17. Op. cit., 49-56.
shore; and plate xiv, which shows a single plaque 18. See III, fig. 545; cf. I, 209.
with fish. Another complicated mosaic from the 19. See III, fig. 856; cf. II, 56.
Baths of Thina was published by R. Massigli, 20. Ichthys, I, 441 f.
Musée de Sfax, 1912 (same series), plates i-v  (cf. 21. See I, 96.
pp. 1-5), where Arion as Orpheus is on a dolphin 22. He has a typical collection in Ichthys, III,
at the center. For Nereids and Neptune on sea plates xxv i f., but the parallelism with the Acrae
horses see also G. Doublet, Musée d'Alger, 1890 stone is to me not impressive.



the pair of fishes of the zodiacal sign Pisces, fig. i .23 We shall see tha t much more frequently 
the dolphin and Capricorn were also on the tiles of the ceiling.24 Systematic exam ination 
of the designs of these tiles will have to await the final volume of this study, bu t they 
appear to me to be very im portant. Miss Crosby said that since so m any tiles w ith similar 
patterns were found in private houses in the city, the ones in the synagogue seem to her 
not to have been specially m ade for Jewish use but to have been stock patterns procurable 
from the pagan m anufacturers.25 At least it is obvious tha t the Jews of D ura did not object 
to the designs on these tiles and they selected designs from the symbolic lingua franca of 
the day, most of which can be dem onstrated to have had value for pagans and Jews 
alike. I t must be recalled that several tiles have inscriptions 26 and th a t two of them  have 
the “ much-suffering eye,” one with Ιαδ above it.27 As for Pisces, the sign also appears, 
apart from an inscription, carved in the synagogue of Er-Rafid.28

The fish appears on several lamps from Palestine. The first is a lam p with seven 
holes from Tell en-Nasbeh.29 Such lamps with seven holes are usually taken to be Jewish, 
though this detail seems in itself not decisive to me, and I should call the lam p in question 
only probably Jewish. U nder the seven holes is an arcade of the type common on Jewish 
lamps. There are five columns joined by arches with a boss under each arch. Between 
the columns are placed symbols: in the two outer spaces is a design of two lozenges, with 
“ round objects” between them, arranged vertically; in each of the two inner spaces is a 
fish. We have found that objects are pu t thus under arches to indicate their special 
sanctity. The similarity of this design with tha t on the stone from Sheikh Ibreiq  30 is 
striking.

The second lamp, fig. 6,31 has a palm  branch under each of its seven holes. In  the 
lower half a  fish with open m outh is beside the filling hole on either side. Its open m outh 
seems about to seize an elaborately represented “ round object” before it; a smaller “ round 
object” fills in the space beside the larger one. This lam p and the one which will next be 
mentioned are the property of Mrs. M iriam  Schaar Schloessinger, who said th a t she 
bought them  in Jerusalem  and was told they came from an unrifled tom b a t W alaja, near 
Betther. Mrs. Schloessinger has w ritten me tha t she can add nothing to this information.

T he third lamp, fig. 5, must be considered with the second, since both are reported 
to have come from the same tomb. I t has five holes, each set in a little arch as though, 
following the use of the arch, to indicate the sanctity of the flames. From  these to the 
circles round the filling hole are two tiers, each m ade of seven “ round objects” with 
bosses. O n  either side of these is a fish. The one a t the left is eating two little “ round 
objects.” Before each fish is a peculiar object m ade of three concentric ovals. “ R ound 
objects” fill in the spaces by the fish, and a scroll, which m ay be a  varian t of w hat I have

23. See above, p. 4. 30. See III, fig. 545.
24. See below, pp. 11, 13. 31. From a photograph kindly sent me by M.
25. In Rostovtzeff, 385. Schaar Schloessinger, who published it in her “ Five
26. Ibid., 387-390. Lamps with Fish Reliefs: from Israel and Other
27. See above, III, figs. 1065 f.; cf. II, 238. Mediterranean Countries,” Israel Exploration Jour-
28. See III, fig. 541; cf. I, 211. nal, I (1950/1), plate 23; see pp. 84-95.
29. See III, fig. 261 ; cf. I, 149.
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